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death's day. Nor is it without a certain j
filial love towards the dead, that shortly after
decease his son moved in the General Cou
that inquiry should be made as to the con
the victims1 families, looking towards som<
restitution, poor at best. The witches' " \
at Salem was as purely imaginary, so far as
went, as the one that Shakespeare makes t<
with ill-odored and poisoned ingredients 01
aginary moor in Scotland; yet into that S<
dron, out of the hands of that Puritan age am
were poured some of the most mixed, unr<
and poisonous motives of which probably tri
mind, in its most occult relationship to th<l
body, has as yet shown itself capable of j
Yet, sad to say, its bubbles turned to blooclj
smoke of this witches' incense creates a gres
among all lovers of New England folk until
There is, perhaps, no more valid canon oj
cal criticism than this, that the people of ar;
to be judged as to conduct by the ethics and
ment of that age, and by no other. Anciei
is not to be judged by the ethics of mode
In judging the Salem witchcraft catastrc
must start with this postulate. But at that
peoples of Christendom devoutly believed i
witches, the English people being as stout
'^'              of that delusion as any. English statute!

/               clared witches and witchcraft to be verities b]

/                 so-called witchcraft a crime punishable wit

English judges had sentenced thousands ofr withsents to his friends,
